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TN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit comprising: 

nnni or Tiinro - invert e r s an odd number of inverters, each of said e ac - er mor e mv e rt e rs odd 
number of inverters having an input and an output; 

a timing element for triggering said one or moro invertera odd numb e r of inverters, said 

timing element having an output node, said output node connected with said input 
of at least one of said ono or more inverters odd number of inverters ; 

a clamping device joined with said output of at least one of said ono or mor e inv e rtera odd 
number of inverters; and 

a feedback device for preventing said clamping device from turning off until completion 
of a high current portion of an ESD event, said feedback device in communication 
with said clamping device and said output node of said timing element 

2. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 1, wherein said feedback device 
prevents said clamping device from turning off for at least the first 500 ns of the ESD event, 

3. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 1 , wherein said timing element is an 
RC network. 

4. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 3, wherein said RC network includes 
one or more resistors, and one or more decoupling capacitors. 

5 . (Ori ginal) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 1 , wherein said feedback device is 
anNFET. 
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6. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 1 , wherein each of said 

at mnr fl invcrt e rfl odd number of inverters includes a PFET and an NFET. 

7. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 1 , wherein said on e o ? 
m n T n imfftWnmriHH rmmher nf inverters comprises at least three inverters. 

8 . (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit comprising: 

nnn nr more inverter sa n odd number of inverters, each of said one or moro invorters odd 

number of inverters having an input and an output; 
an RC network having an output node, said output node connected with said input of at 

least one of said ono or more inv e rt e rs odd number of inverters : 
a clamping device joined with said output of at least one of said one or moro invortoroo dd 

number of inverters ; and 
a feedback device in communication with said clamping device and said output node of 

said RC network. 

9. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 8, wherein said RC network includes 
one or more resistors, and one or more decoupling capacitors. 

10. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 8, wherein said feedback device is 
an NFET. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 8, wherein each of said 
nne nr more invortorp odd number of inverters includes a PFET and an NFET, 

12. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 8, wherein said on e of 
^nt^J i . n^rt^Tr m nf\f\ mimhcr nf inverters comprises at least three inverters. 

13. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit comprising: 
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tma at more invertor s an odd number of inverters, each of said one or mor e inv e rter s odd 

number of inverters having an input and an output; 
a clamping device joined with said output of at least one of said ono or more invcrters odd 

number of inverters : 

means for timing the triggering of each of said ono or more invert e r s odd number of 

invertere, said means for timing having an output node connected with said input 
of at least one of said one or more inverter s odd number of inverters; and 

means for extending the time said clamping device is on, said means for extending being 
in communication with said clamping device and said output node of said means 
for timing, 

wherein said clamping device remains on until a high cunent portion of an ESD event 
terminates* 

14. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 13, wherein said means for timing is 
an RC network. 

15. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 14, wherein said RC network 
includes one or more resistors, and one or more decoupling capacitors. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously presented) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 13, wherein said means 
for extending includes a feedback device for preventing said clamping device from turning 
off for at least the first 500 ns of the ESD event. 

18. (Canceled) 

1 9. (Original) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 13, wherein said means for 
extending includes an NFET. 
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20. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 13, wherein each of said 
nun & ™nm imrr^rrnrid number of inverters includes a PFET and an NFET. 

21. (Currently amended) An ESD protection circuit according to claim 13, wherein said ea cor 
mom invMtorn nHd number of inverters comprises at least three inverters. 
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